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Justice doesn’t just happen 

CourtWatch 

TYPICAL PROGRESSION OF 

CRIMINAL LITIGATION 

 

 

Arraignment 

(generally 6 weeks later) 

Pre-Trial Motions 

 

Pretrial Conference 

All pretrial events are  to be 

complete by this date 

Trial 

Arrest 

Initial Appearance 

Sentencing 

VOP  

(Violation of 

Probation) 

 Advised of charge(s) & 

rights 

 Bail set 

 Date set for Arraignment 

 Charge(s) read 

 Advised of rights 

 Plea 

 Bail may be re-examined 

 Statement of Counsel 

 Evidence may be presented 

 Pre-Sentence Report examined & 

rebutted 

 Sentence 

 Incarceration 

 Supervised Release 

 Probation 

 Special Conditions of Probation 

(drug/alcohol treatment, batterer’s 

intervention program, etc) 

 Residential Program 

 Restitution 

 Attacking sufficiency of 

charge(s) 

 To suppress evidence 

 Mental condition 

 Modify Conditions of 

Pretrial Release 


